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NCC ISSUBS STATEMENT OPPOSING RESUMPTION OF NUCLEAR TESTS . 


The Executive Committee of the Japan NCC met on September 
15 and issued the following statement: 


We have deeply admired the arduous efforts of the United 
States, the Soviet Union and Great Britain in refraining from 
nuclear tests and maintaining a nuclear test ban, despite the 
perilous international situation, and we have prayed for the 
successful fruition of the same. However, it is extremely re- 
ereviul that the Soviet Union and the United States of America 
Reve resumed their nuclear tests. We who follow Ohrist, believe 
that God has created the heavens and the earth and that ail men 
should love each other as brothers. Therefore, we are convinced 
that the contamination of the atmosphere by radioactive fallout, 
bringing suffering and strife to mankind, is in contradiction to 
tMe will of God; it is also contrary to the historical and cul- 
tural development of the human racé. Consequently, we of the 
ae National Christian Council express the following earnest 

Opes: 


1) That the Soviet Union and the United States of America 


nA YP? oh%. 20K) AE: 4A SPEERE ; Wisi AK nab 


maine ~ae-ad a es. 


= 
i we 
i A , 
wie 
. a 
' 
t : 
OLE Gee eae 
SSP og 
, AaaouU 
+ 
- Pe a a 
f pitretae oes - 7 
, + 
2 he 92 1} mt) - 
eo ere 
F 
ae Nal _ ‘ . mei) im +e ee ae 
ret pe iO Ale Hine stceodaU TaASmevGwk Boves 
* > . = ~ ] 
1 yr aes ‘ on tl 
a ron nit Her Boe eI Is eho re +i to bed 
‘ - ‘ aa , is , > ‘ q fad 
‘ s at Reve ppAPSs hae sast tomo 2oiIgeos Pe 
as 4 wt A Ae ‘>. . 7 . 
2 . - ery wy 
“ 4 . f OLS Tw bp 7% rn Mii Ss AD et ie iW 
a : we ? - ~ 4 mh « T 
e x - * - > A le eee ‘. 4 t~ Pia Me i didias 
: én : p \ 
/ ~~ ° wars we. 2 ae. OF 
y 
i 4 . Fs " ¥ ae 4 ef xt. 
f i, ee ‘ fos iH fa 20 fps Gee Lio 
on gee irRNe — ee eee oe ers 
ERE c ark Z ered? ete hab ke A Pps 
" 2 heated | A) Vets SD bh? 1 thee Lips ook ae eal 
fo GA eo READ ire Sen aie PE renee YT ‘a 


nedeine. co. cred GOW, sa gels @ bg ). Hea a Eee oy Leveeeies of 
: Gnemegede. seemed Tort: esi: beumed.: 


Gee 
oa BESS 
z 
| ae etedyacnsa. 


LL Gf. DERE. OF ee tae autayt ; 
if tig Or YIBAIAGS oale eh of. 7 Boy 

i ar upoati -Soe% ase, echt. to 

Aee 2x6 brig vie biasiagal : 


Page 2 


will immediately cease their nuclear tests; 

2) That Great Britain, France and other countries possess- 
ing nuclear weapons will not resume nuclear tests; 

3) That all other countries will refrain from holding nu- 
clear weapons; 

4) That all nations possessing nuclear weapons will im- 
mediately resume negotiations to establish a nuclear 
test ban, 


September 15, 1961 


Japan National Christian Council 


Takeshi Muto 
Chairman 


Kiyoshi Hirai 
General Secretary 


LEAGUE OF RELIGIONS IN JAPAN STATEMENT RE NUCLHAR THSTS 


We, Japanese, who have seen with our eyes the epitome of 
mankind's ruin in the catastrophic destruction of Nagasaki and 
Hiroshima, grieve from our hearts the production of nuclear 
weapons, humanity's greatest common misfortune, Immediately 
efter the Bikini Atoll tests in 1945, the League of Religions 
in Japan issued a statement and in December of the same year 
this was sent to the concerned countries in an appeal to world 
opinion to stop nuclear=-bomb tests. Hafpily, the Soviet Union, 
the United States and Great Britain discontinued their tests 
and we were spared from the "death ash". However, since this 
summer, the Soviet Union and now the United States as well have 
resumed their tests, bringing a desperate anxiety to not only 
the Japanese but to all mankind. No matter what the reason or 
country, the use of nuclear weapons canriot be justified. We, 
all religious believers in Japan, without distinction of race, 
religion or polity, earnestly pray for protection of mankind 
and strongly urge thst the concerned countries: 


1) Immediately cease testing of nuclear weapons; 
2) Discontinue production of nuclear weapons; 
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3) Stop forever the use of nuclear weapons. 


September 19, 1961 


LEAGUE OF RELIGIONS IN JAPAN 


Sect Shinto League 
All-Japan Buddhist Associetion 
Japan Christian Federation 
The Shrine Bureau 
New Japan Religious Bodies League 


KYODAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE PETITIONS MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 


Greatly concerned because scheduled public school sctivities 
on Sunday have been one of the principal reasons for a drastic 
decrease in the number of Sunday School students from 177,489 in 
1950 to 75,930 in 1960, the Education Committee of the Kyodan 
decided to petition the Ministry of Education, requesting that 
Sunday be set aside as a religious activities day. The petition 
was delivered by Rev. Iwamura, chairman of the Committee. 


The petition stated that inasmuch as the Sunday School 
ectivities have contributed much in the development of the spirit- 
uel and moral life of youth, aided in the reduction of delonquency 
and have hed a great effect on the social education of young peo- 
ple, Sunday should be considered as a religious activities day 
and that school activities should not be scheduled on thet day. 


BIBLE DISTRIBUTION FILM TO BE PRODUCED 


The Japan Bible Society, working through all denominations, 
Christian schools, book stores and its well organized colporter 
system which covers every house, distributes more than 2 million 
Scriptures every year, a fact which amazes those engaged in Bible 
distribution in other countries, because there ere only some 
400,000 Protestant Christians in Japan. 


When the 1958 report, sent out by the Japan Bible Society, 
ennounced thst 23,000 Scriptures had been distributed near the 
city of Hashimoto at nearby Koyasan the headquarters of the 
Shingon sect of Buddhism, the Canadien Bible Society, at the re- 
quest of the World Bible League, desired to recreate the actual 
circumstances of distribution and to record this on film. 


With the active cooperation of Buddhist officials and 
students of Koyasan, the situation was filmed with the.Christian 
colporters of the area as the main cast. 


H. J. Heuer, Secretary of the Audio-Visual Aids Department 
of the Canadian Bible Society, who came out for a month to 
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direct the filming, expressed amazement at the desire of the non- 
Christians for the Bible and even their willingness. to help dis- 
tribute. Secretary Ishikawa of the Japan Bible Society, who 
worked with Heuer, explained this phenomenon as being probably the 
result of the influence of Nestorianism on Kobo Daishi the founder 
of Koyasan while he was in China. 


MARRIAGE INFORMATION BUREAU ESTABLISHED 


To promote marrisges among Christian young people, the Tokyo 
Kyoku (District) of the Kyodan has set up marriage information 
center at Nagehara Church in Tokyo. The center, under the dire- 
ction of Rev. Yamamoto, pastor of Nagahara church, will be open 
every Saturday afternoon from 1 to 5 for Christian young people 
who seek guidance in finding a Christian partner. 


Information and application blanks have been sent to church 
in the Tokyo Kyoku and the cooperation of pastors and elders is 
being solicited. The Tokyo Kyoku Social Committee which is spon- 
soring the center, believes that through such efforts more Chris- 
tian homes may be established and a grest advance be made in the 
evengelization of Japan. 


According to Rev. Yamamoto, only one out of ten young 
people remain in the church after marriage, as most, failing to 
find a partner in their own church, marry non-Christians and 
fall away from the church. 


DR. PUSHY TO SPHAK AT ICU 


Dr. Nathan M. Pusey, President of Harvard University, will 
speak Wednesday, October 11, in International Christian University 
chapel on the subject "Religion in Higher Education." The meet- 
She 3a Open to the public. 


Dr. Pusey,who will spend the day on the ICU campus, will be the 
guest after the chapel meeting at a lucheon at the campus home 
of ICU President Nobushige Ukai. Later he will meet with ICU 
faculty members to discuss questions pertaining to higher educa- 
tion. 


Dr. Pasey's present trip to Japan is personal and unofficial, 
He is visiting several Japanese universities for study of common 
educational problems, 
COMPLETE COLLECTION OF KAGAWA'S WORKS TO BR PUBLISHED 


In commemoration of the internationally known evangelist 
Toyohiko Kagawa, a publication committee has been organized, with 
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Tokutaro Kitamura as head to gether and record the activities 

of Kagawa as an evangelist, social worker, novelist, politician 
end poet. There will be 4 total of 24 volumes in the total 
collection with the first to be published in September, 1962 and 
the rest to follow one a month. Applications for the compiete 
works will be accepted until Merch of next year. The cost will 
be 20,000 yen. 
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